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OUR FEDERAL CONSTITUTION 


Since March was the month in which the anniversary of the date when our Consti- 
tution went into effect occurs, this is a good time for some reflections concerning 
that document. New Hampshire ratified on June 21, 1788, and since it was the ninth 
state to vote favorably, the Constitution could now be put into effect. This was 
accomplished on the first Wednesday in March, 1789, and became the foundation of a 
very stable government. 

Nicholas Murray Butler said: "It is not always recognized of all great and im- 
portant governments now existing in the world that of the United States of America 
is the oldest in form and structure!'. He further says: "Back through the long cen- 
turies it traces its history to the instincts and habits and purposes of free men 
in the forests of Germany and on the friendly soil of the British Isles. Magna 
Charta, the Petition of Right, the Bill of Rights and the Declaration of Independ- 
ence are the forebears of the Constitution of the United States!’. 

What has made this document so good and so lasting? Let us note first that it 
was not a set of rules and regulations handed down to a people by a ruler, but came 
from the people and is based on public opinion. Down through the ages man has had 
the very difficult task of obtaining and keeping liberty. Our Constitution, stand- 
ing at the peak of all this effort, has been outstandingly successful in preserving 
the gains acquired by mankind through centuries of struggle, sacrifice, and blood- 
shed. We have been blessed with patriots. Generals, at the conclusion of wars, 
have not tried to use military power to their own advantage, and presidents have re- 
vered our Constitution. | 

Another reason why it has been so successful is the fact that its contents are 
general rather than detailed. If it had been made extremely specific, it could not 
have endured all the tremendous changes that have developed since its ratification. 
At the time of its formation, the world was passing from the comparatively simple 
agricultural stage to the complicated highly industrial stage. These changes in so 
many aspects of life have been more profound in the comparatively short time since 
1787 than in all the years from the beginning of the Christian era up to 1787. A 
workable constitution has to be based on the habits, customs, and institutions of a 
people. In spite of great changes in our country, the Constitution is so constructed 
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that it still functions as the foundation of our government. 

We must not omit mention of the men who became the authors of this great work. 
Men of great ability and knowledge were so fortunately available at the right time. 
As for the committee of five on style and arrangement, Dr. Butler says: ''The record 
is plain that five of the ablest and most competent men then living in the western 
world or perhaps anywhere in the world, were in the last instance responsible for 
the style and finish of a document which has excited the admiration of all men!’. 
These men were: 


William Samual Johnson of Connecticut 
Alexander Hamilton of New York 
Gouverneur Morris of Pennsylvania 
Rufus King of Massachusetts 
James Madison of Virginia 
We must always remember that nothing here on earth is perfect. We have to make 
use of what is the best obtainable. In the interpretation of the Constitution, the 


human element enters, and there is no way of avoiding it. One judge may give a de- 
cision regarding a case, and another judge may give an entirely opposite decision 
at a later date. Also, the check and balance system, formulated so that no branch 
would get complete control, sometimes results in a stalemate with government busi~ 
ness blocked. 

It is well to remind ourselves that through lethargy, through lack of alertness, 
by taking our way of life in America for granted, as if it must go on forever, we 
can lose what we have. Our downfall does not have to come from outside our country. 

Wouldn't it be a fine idea, if every citizen silently and with full determina-~ 
tion to carry it out, took the same oath that the President has to take: "I will to 
the best of my ability preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United 
States!', 


THE SHAW MANSION 


T read softly, and 

H ear the echoes from years long gone, as you 

E nter these hallowed rooms. 

S ilenced are the voices of great men so often 

H eard discussing 

A ctions to be taken for the success of the 

W ar of the American Revolution, 

Mrs. Nathaniel Shaw, Jr., Lucretia Shaw, lived here and, 

A roused by pity for enemy prisoners stricken with disease, 
N ursed those unfortunate ones until 

S he also became sick and died. 

| n this house lived the Shaws, embued with that high degree 
O f patriotism, and dedication that the people of our country 
N eed to emulate through the ages. 


We are pleased to announce that meetings of the Naval Officers’ Wives’ Garden 
Club, the New London Garden Club, and the Daughters of the American Revolution were 
held recently at the Shaw Mansion. 
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ACTIVITIES 


Mr. Small spoke to the New London Garden Club on February 26th, and to the Lucretia 
Shaw Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution on April Ist. 


As we are hosts for the May 11th meeting of the Connecticut League of Historical 
Societies to be held at the Lyman Allyn Museum, plans were discussed at our Advis- 
ory Board meeting on March 11th. Members of our Society will take part in the 
program. Mr. Dwight Lyman, President of the League will preside, Mr. Small will 
welcome the delegates, Mr. Philip Jordan will speak on, ''The Creation of the City 
of New London!!, and Mr. Edgar Mayhew will give an illustrated lecture on, ''Chang- 
ing Patterns of American Taste!, Mrs. Stanton Latham will head the committee for 
coffee and dessert, and Mrs. Small will arrange for registration. The Mansion will 
be open for visits by delegates. 


Mr. Small was appointed Chairman of the Heritage Committee of the Chamber of Comm- 
erce for this year to succeed the former Chairman, Dr. Elsie Tytla. Plans are 
under discussion to meet with area school and Scout officiais with a view to 
having more children visit the historical societies of southeastern Connecticut. 


We are pleased to announce the appointment of Mr. Horace Rowe to our Finance Commit- 
tee to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr. Henkle Scott because of 
the pressure of other duties. Our thanks are extended to Henkle for his past 
services on this committee, 


Those interested in subscribing to the BULLETIN published by the Connecticut Lea- 
gue of Historical Societies may do so by writing to Mr. Robert W. Carder, 16 Stone- 
wall Lane, Madison, Connecticut, 06443. The rate is $1.00 per year. The issues 
contain activities of the member societies, and items of Connecticut history. 


IF WASHINGTON COULD REAPPEAR 


Did you ever think of the reactions of some American who lived years and years 
ago, if it were possible to set him down in the America of today? {t leads to much 
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interesting surmise in such fields as modern gadgets, modern taste, and modern be~- 
havior. Let's think of George Washington walking among us in 1968. 

He would have to be shown how to turn on an electric light, would need to be told 
what a telephone is and how to use it. If a door opened automatically as he approach- 
ed it, he would be looking around to see whom to thank for the courtesy. Radio ana 
television would be absolute miracles, and the placing on the moon of a machine that 
would send back pictures and soil analysis would be beyond belief. 

Travelling in an automobile, he would long to be again on horseback, and expect 
instant death as the car hurtled along the road at 60 miles an hour, with other cars 
coming toward him at the same speed. 

We cannot list here all the results of scientific achievement which would be 
astounding to him, but which are so familiar to us that we have lost our wonderment 
and appreciation. The extraordinary advance in this field since Washington's day 
can hardly be exaggerated. 

He would undoubtedly stand aghast at the raucous, irritating music that assailed 
his ears, and stand bemused before some of our so-called art. He would most certain- 
ly deplore the slovenliness of dress and speech that he could not help but see and 
hear. 

On the other hand, he would be highly pleased by our concern for the downtrodden, 
by our humane treatment of the insane and the handicapped, by our continuous search 
for cures for disease, and by our high standard of living. 

But he would be saddened as he learned of our growing crime rate, as he saw the 
devastation left by riots, as he learned of the fear that many have of assisting our 
authorities in their fight against criminals, and by the power of organized under-~ 
world gangs which, if not checked, will undermine the welfare, and even threaten 
the lives of our people. 

We remember the indomitable courage and spirit he showed in the perilous times in 
which he lived. He persevered through Valley Forge and the other dark days when the 
Revolution appeared to be beyond hope of success. We may be sure that the great 
spirit that led him through his difficulties would make him confident that we will 
Surmount ours. 


PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED 


Mr. George Foster is preparing a photo-history to be entitled, ‘'When Splendor 
Sailed the Sound'', For this project he is urgently seeking photographs of the boats, 
docks, and terminal facilities of the New England Navigation Co., the Hartford and 
New York Transportation Co., New England Steamship Co., United States Transportation 
Co., the New London Steamboat Co., The Bridgeport Steamship Co., and the Norwich Line. 
Mr. Foster may be contacted at Box 183, East Moriches, N.Y., 11940. 


ACCESSIONS 
Two pamphlets on, "Descendants of Gabriel Sistare!'- Gift of Miss Frieda Grout 


Pinchback needle case, embroidery scissors, child's 
brown taffeta dress, and woman's taffeta bodice- Gift of Mrs. C. W. Root 


Dress uniform with medals, worn by Vice-Admiral 
James E. Maher- Gift of Mrs. Maher 
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History of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rites 
in Connecticut!', by James R. Case- Gift of Author 


Woman! s evening dress, ivory satin with lace 
overdress- Gift of Mrs. Carlton Blanchard 


Infant's long dress, made by Mrs. James Newcomb 


for first son, Frederic- Gift of Mrs. Ernest Back 
Large Oriental rug, Kerman, for: dining-room- Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
McGuire 
Large embroidered muslin scarf, embrotdered ene -y" - 


muslin fichu, postcards of old New London, 
certificate of graduation from Bacon Academy, 
Staffordshire (Enoch Wood) plate- Gift of Miss Marion Clarke 


Book entitled, ''Men of New England!', anniversary 
issues of THE DAY, photograph of the Old Town 


Mill, postcards- Gift of Mr. Henkle Scott 
A pamphlet entitled, ''The First Church of Christ 

in New London, 300th Anniversary''- Gift of Miss Hazel Johnson 
"Burbeck Genealogy''- Gift of Mrs. R. K. Baltzer 


New Hangings were purchased for the bed in the 
Washington Room. 


Two books were purchased: 
"Floor Coverings of the 18th Century!!, by Rodris Roth 
"Conservation of Library Materials'', by G. D. M. Cunha 


The fine work of Oscar Seaholm in refinishing and mending several pieces of our 
furniture is greatly appreciated, 

Two attic rooms and the hallway between them have been painted, and the walls 
enclosing the attic stairs are being repaired. 


Custodian in Residence: Mrs. A. P. Hamel. 
Corresponding Secretary and Curator: Mrs. Adam Knox. 
The Society's telephone number is: 443-1209 


VISITORS 


It is of interest to note that in addition to our Connecticut people, the Mansion 
has been visited sitnce January Ist by travelers from South Africa, Massachusetts, 
New Jersey, New York, Vermont, New Hampshire, Washington, D.C., Illinois, Pennsylvania, 
Montana, Rhode island, California, Minnesota, Florida and the State of Washington. 
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